Bell High School Students' Council Constitution
Students' Council Constitution 5.1: February 15, 2010
Executive Official Document
1.0 Purpose

1.1    The Bell High School Student’s Council constitution is in place to provide a protocol for Students' Council procedures, information, and duties of its members


2.0 Students' Council Mandate

2.1    To represent the views and the opinions of the student body of Bell High School, incorporating these opinions into matters that concern the student body, including, but not exclusive to Bell High School events, student issues, and community involvement

2.2    To provide activities to build school spirit, to develop leadership, and to develop the school's role in the community

2.3    To coordinate school events, to act as a sounding board advisor, to sponsor for the activities of other students, and to be a bridge between students and the administration


3.0 Formation

3.1    Students' Council is composed of an open, non-voting, General Council and an elected, voting, Executive Council


4.0 Executive Council

4.1    The Executive Council consists of the following members:
        Head Boy (1)
Head Girl (1)
        Grade Representatives (1-2 per grade)
        Dance Committee Head(s) (1-2)
        Spirit Committee Head(s) (1-2)
        Community Events Committee Head(s) (1-2)
        Leadership Committee Heads (2)
        Treasurer/Secretary (1)
        Communications Officer(s) (1)
        Interclub Representative (1)
        Student Senator (1)
        Information Technology Representative (1)
        Staff Advisor(s) (1-2)

4.2    The voting will be conducted as follows:
        Type A Vote; voting members consist of:
            Head Boy (1 vote) & Head Girl (1 vote)
            Grade Representatives (1 vote per grade)
            Dance Committee Head(s) (1 vote)
            Spirit Committee Head(s) (1 vote)
            Community Events Committee Head(s) (1 vote)
            Leadership Committee Head(s) (1 vote)
            Treasurer/Secretary (1 vote)
            Communications Officer (1 vote)
            Interclub Representative (1 vote)
            Student Senator (1 vote)
        Information Technology Representative (1)
            Staff Advisor(s) (no vote)
        Type B vote; voting members consist of:
            Head Boy (1 vote) & Head Girl (1 vote)
            Grade Representatives (1 vote per grade)
            Student Senator (1)
        Type C vote; voting members consist of:
            Head Boy (1 vote) & Head Girl (1 vote)
            Grade Representatives (1 vote per grade)

4.3    Should a tie occur during a Type A or Type B voting process, the Staff Advisor(s) will be allowed to give advice, the Executive will discuss and will then revote. If a tie occurs again, the Staff Advisor(s) will be allowed one tie-breaking vote

4.4    The voting Type is at the discretion of the Head Boy, Head Girl and Staff Advisor

4.5    Every Executive Council member must meet the following:
        Attend all General and Executive Students' Council meetings
        Uphold the Students’ Council mandate
Acknowledge potential student leaders and provide them with leadership development opportunities for future growth
        Must uphold all duties, unless properly delegated to another member
        Follow all Proper Protocols
        Adhere to the contract signed at the beginning of each year
        Provide support for Students’ Council initiatives

4.6     Proper Protocols
        Approve events 2 weeks before your event 
        Fill out an event feedback form after all events
        Keep a binder of all activities
        For event approval, first consult the Head Boy/Girl, then Staff Advisor(s), then             administration
        Start advertising for an event 2 weeks in advance
        Prepare a rain-date for your event
    
4.7    Head Boy / Head Girl
Both Head Boy and Head Girl chair all general and executive Students' Council         meetings
Both Head Boy and Head Girl attend School Council meetings
Both Head Boy and Head Girl enforce Neglect of Duty Clause
Both Head Boy and Head Girl collaborate with Leadership to run SCEW (Students’ Council Executive Workshop)
Both Head Boy and Head Girl attend all main Student Council Events
Both Head Boy and Head Girl maintain the Student Council locker, office and         key
Represent the ideas and opinions of students of Bell High School
Act as a constant link between Students' Council and administration
Retain knowledge of Students' Council procedures and the Students' Council         constitution, including how to plan and run events, and advertise         events
Either Head Boy or Head Girl attend all committee meetings

4.8          Grade Representatives
Act as a link between the Students' Council and their grade
Gather information and feedback regarding school activities
Support school activities
Inform their grade regarding school activities
Provide a monthly report to the executive council,
which details the following:
Student feedback for past school events and input for future         school events, and
Student opinions on current school issues
which is supported by surveys and polls of the student body             conducted, by the Grade Representative, to gather quantitative         data

4.9    Dance Committee Head
        Chair Dance Committee meetings
        Organize and run school dances on behalf of Students' Council
        Organize duties and volunteer helpers for all dances
        Accept input from Dance committee members
        Inform the Head Boy and Head Girl of all dance activities

4.10    Spirit Committee Head
        Chair Spirit Committee meetings
        Organize and run spirit events on behalf of Students' Council
        Promote Bell High School spirit within the school
        Participate in all Students' Council spirit events
        Raise the profile of the Students' Council within the school
        Accept input from Spirit Committee members
        Inform the Head Boy and Head Girl of all Spirit Activities

4.11    Community Events Committee Head
        Chair Community Events Committee Meetings
        Organize all community events on behalf of Students' Council
        Raise the profile of the Students' Council within the community
        Act as a link between the Students' Council and the community
        Act as a link between the Students' Council and the United Way
        Raise funds for charities as decided by the Executive Council
        Organize and run Bell High School's Annual Pancake Breakfast
        Inform the Head Boy and Head Girl of all Community Events activities
        Accept input from Community Events committee members

4.12    Leadership Committee Heads
        Chair Leadership Committee Meetings
        Organize and run the annual Leadership Camp on behalf of Students' Council
Organize and run the annual Students' Council Retreat on behalf of Students'         Council
Represent the Leadership Committee at all General and Executive Council         Meetings
        Inform the Head Boy and Head Girl of all Leadership activities
        Keep a record of Leadership accounts
        Accept input from Leadership Committee members
Collaborate with Head Boy and Head Girl to run SCEW (Students’ Council         Executive Workshop)

4.13    Treasurer/Secretary
Maintain a record of Students' Council funds
Inform the executive Students' Council members of all Students' Council             account activities
Form a budget at the beginning of the school year
Write minutes for all General and Executive Students' Council meetings and         make available
Work with the Interclub Rep to update giant school calendar 
Organize and keep a log of all Students' Council Committee meetings

4.14     Communications Officer
        Write announcements for Students’ Council
        Replenish advertising supplies in the Students’ Council locker and office
        Maintain the Students’ Council Cabinet
        Create posters for Students’ Council events
Update School Website with Student Council events
Maintain Students’ Council online calendar

4.15    Interclub Representative
Organize and chair interclub meetings
Maintain communication between all Bell clubs
Raise awareness of other clubs, events and fundraisers within SC
Organize/co-ordinate interclub events (ex. Marketplace)
Finds innovative ideas for SC to help support other events, and for other clubs     to support SC
Update school website with InterClub events
Maintain InterClub online calendar
Work with the Secretary to update giant school calendar 

4.16    Student Senator
Attend all Student Senate meetings
Act as a link between the Students' Council and the Student Senate
Inform the General and Executive Students' Council about Student Senate         activities
Aid in fulfillment in all Student Senate mandates
Inform the Head Boy and Head Girl of all Student Senate activities

4.17    Information Technology Representative
Update and maintain the school website and other digital media
To work closely with the Communications Officer(s) and Interclub Representative to accomplish the mandate described in 4.17.1
Is required to present a portfolio, upon the interview for the Appointed Position, to demonstrate sufficient knowledge of programming

4.18    Staff Advisor(s)
Ensure no Student Council activity violates the OCDSB Board policy
To advise and guide the Executive Council while making decisions
Act as official supervisor with full signing privileges
Act as a link between Students' Council and staff members, and provide             information about Students' Council
Must attend Students' Council Executive meetings
Must ensure meeting space is available and attend to administration duties
        


5.0: Meeting & Announcement Procedure

5.1    A maximum of two (2) Student Council meetings may be held at one time. No other meetings may be scheduled while a General or Executive Students' council meeting is being held

5.2    The following items must appear on the announcement sheet:
        The date in which you would like the announcement made
        The announcement, written legibly
        For department, list Students' Council and the committee

5.3    Incomplete forms will not be signed by the teacher advisor and will not be read
    
5.4    Voice announcements must be kept to a minimum


6.0: Elections and Voting

6.1    The Students' Council elections must be organized by the Head Boy and Head Girl and Staff Advisor unless either is running for another elected position. In the event both are running, the Staff Advisor will run the elections

6.2    The elections for:
        Head Boy and Head Girl will be held in April/May;
        Grade Representatives (excluding Grade 9) will be held in April/May;
        Grade 9 Representative(s) will be held in September;
        STAC Representatives will be held in April
         
6.3    The Head Boy and Head Girl are elected by all students returning to Bell the following school year

6.4    Grade Representatives are elected by the appropriate grade

6.5    The STAC Representatives is elected by all students returning to Bell

6.6    The Grade 9 Representative(s) is elected by the Grade 9 students

6.7    The elections are closed when the allotted time to cast a vote has expired, and will not be reopened

6.8    The nominee with the most votes will be appointed

6.9    Results will be made known to all candidates before made public to the school

6.10    In the case of a tie, a revote will be called between the top candidates. If the revote results in another tie, the Executive Council will hold a closed meeting. A candidate will be selected only by a majority vote of the Executive Council

6.11    Exact election numbers and rankings will not be made available to any student other than the outgoing Head Boy and Head Girl and will not be released

6.12    Ballots will be counted by the Head Boy and Head Girl with the Staff Advisor supervising. If the Head Boy or Head Girl is running for another position, they must waive their right to participate in the election process. In the event that both the Head Boy and Head Girl waive their right to count ballots, the Staff Advisor will count


7.0: Eligibility

7.1    Any student may run for an elected position provided he/she satisfies the following:
        Enrollment at Bell High School the following year
            Head Boy, Head Girl: Grade 11 or above (senior)
            Grade Representative: Appropriate Grade
            Student Senator: all grades
An academic average of 65% or higher in the preceding year
A complete nomination sheet (including student and teacher signatures)
Must be running in the appropriate number (i.e. only one Head Boy may be elected)
Term limit of one year for each position

7.2    Any student wishing to run for Head Boy or Girl must in addition satisfy the following:
Have at least one year of General or Executive council experience
Submit one reference letter from an Executive Council member
Fill out the Head Boy/Girl application form. The application form must be approved by the Staff Advisor in order for the candidate’s name to stand

7.3    Any student is eligible for the position of committee head. Interviews for the Appointed Positions will be held after the elected positions elections. Nominees must submit an application to the newly elected Head Boy or Head Girl and will be interviewed by the newly elected Executive Council. The outgoing committee heads are invited to attend to advise. However the outgoing committee heads are non-voting members. All positions may only be determined by a majority vote by the new Executive. The Committee Heads must be filled before the end of the school year. If an executive position remains vacant after the process, executive members (such as grade representatives) must divide up the position to ensure that all required tasks are completed


8.0: Neglect of Duty Clause

8.1    Any member of the General Students' Council may bring any member of the executive, including the Head Boy or Head Girl, to the attention of the executive council and the staff advisors if it is believed that he/she is not fulfilling his/her duties as per the constitution. This will be done anonymously, with a guarantee that the Head Boy, Head Girl and Staff Advisor will not disclose who approached them about the neglect of duty. Proof of the neglect of duty is required. An official warning must be given before the executive.
    The executive, including the member whose neglect of duty is being questioned, must agree to a verbal contract, witnessed by the staff advisor(s). In the said contract, the member will agree to fulfill all required duties. The member, whose neglect of duty is being questioned, has 14 days from the day the contract is spoken to fulfill his/her duties. Should that member not fulfill his/her duties, the executive council will convene 14 days from the time the contract was spoken, to decide upon further action or to remove the member from all said duties.
    The member whose neglect of duty is being called into question will be allowed time to speak to defend his/her self.
    To excuse an executive member from his/her duties, a majority vote by secret ballot will be lead by the executive council (Type A vote). The member whose neglect of duty is being questioned must waive the right to vote for him/herself, and may elect to be present at the voting.

8.2    If an elected position (Head Boy, Head Girl, Grade Representative or OSSA Representative) is excused from his/her position, the position will remain vacant, and it is recommended that the unfulfilled responsibilities should be delegated appropriately or the executive council will vote in another member as a replacement

8.3    Should a Committee Head, Treasurer, or Communications Officer be excused, the Executive will enter an interview process in order to fill the position

8.4    Any member whose neglect of duty is being reviewed must be brought to the attention of the school administration. The administration must be informed and aware of all the issues pertaining to the neglect of duties


9.0: Constitutional Amendment Clause

9.1    At any time of the school year, should a revision of the constitution be required, the Students' Council Executive may be called upon to do so. Any members of Students' Council may table any issue pertaining to the Students' Council constitution at the Students' Council General and/or Executive meetings. The amendment(s) must be brought forth at a meeting prior to voting
    The amendment(s) cannot be voted upon at the same meeting. A discussion meeting is recommended amongst the executive council prior to voting. The voting time and place is at the discretion of the Head Boy and Head Girl. A Type A vote will convene. Should a voting member not be present at the meeting, the member may choose to vote by proxy, who must be an executive member of Students' Council
    The amendment(s) must pass by a majority vote amongst the Type A voters in to change the clause in the constitution. Once the amendment(s) has been passed, the changes will be in effect immediately following the vote

9.2    Each amendment can be voted upon separately, and may be passed or rejected separately

Reviewed and Approved by the 2010-2011 Student Council Executive Council
---
Students’ Council 2010 – 2011
I have read and understand the Students’ Council constitution.
	

Head Boy: Nick Frosst


Head Girl: Madeline Smith


Grade 9 Representative: Patrick Li


Grade 9 Representative: Tony Zou


Grade 10 Representative: Sam Anderson


Grade 11 Representative: Dylan Bartley


Grade 11 Representative: Sarah Lum


Grade 12 Representative: Fan Huang


Student Senator: Bryan Wu


Treasurer/Secretary: Aravind Pillai


Leadership Co-Head: Allyshia Van Tol


Leadership Co-Head: Emily Goldney
	

Community Events Co-Head: Fiona McDonald


Community Events Co-Head: Cindy Wei


Spirit Co-Head: Keidan Kim


Spirit Co-Head: Natalia Bushnik


Dance Co-Head: Johnny Nguyen


Dance Co-Head: Jack Dippel


Communications Officer: Sofie Whiteley


Communications Officer: Alysha Blakey


Interclub Rep: Jenn Che


