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FEB/MARCH 2010
BELL HIGH SCHOOL’S GUIDANCE NEWSLETTER
A REMINDER TO STUDENTS APPLYING TO COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY:

University Applicants:  
You should log into your OUAC file using your OUAC Reference # and PIN to view your semester 1 final marks and current courses.  If there is anything missing or incorrect, please see your guidance counsellor .
The recommended last date for program changes was February 5, 2010.
College Applicants:  
You should log into your OCAS file to view your semester 1 final marks and current courses.  If there is anything missing or incorrect, please see your guidance counsellor .
February 1, 2010 was the deadline for applications to be given equal consideration by the colleges. You can still apply but your application will now be considered on a first –come, first –served basis.  The earlier you apply, the better the chance of getting into your program of choice.

Remember – you can select up to 5 programs in order of preference with no more than 3 programs at any one college.  The application fee is $95 and it is best to pay by credit card as your application is not processed until payment is received at OCAS.
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Did You Know That? …..
Concordia University’s Dept of Theatre offers 5 programs:
Major/Minor in Theatre, Design for the Theatre, Playwriting, Theatre Development and Theatre Performance. Situated in the heart of downtown Montreal, these programs offer students an opportunity to explore theatre as both a professional artistic practice and an instrument for personal and social change.    Info at: http://theatre.concordia.ca 
Carleton University and Algonquin College jointly offer a unique combined Bachelor of Information Technology (BIT)degree and diploma.
The NET program prepares students for the CCNA and CCNP certifications which are highly valued by employers.  The program has a 12-month co-op option.  Successful completion of this 4 year program gives students both a university bachelor’s degree and college diploma which opens the door to a broad range of career opportunities. Check out: www.bitdegree.ca
Niagara College offers Bachelor of Business degrees in Hospitality Operations Management and International Commerce/Global Development.

Students have the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge specifically targeted to their field of study near one of the world’s busiest international frontiers and hospitality/tourist markets. Programs include paid co-op work term and optional “study abroad” component.
Check out:  www.niagaracollege.ca
Dalhousie University offers a unique Bachelor of Community Design
This program will appeal to students interested in the environment, art and design, geography, city form and urban sociology. Community design is a dynamic high profile field as large cities are growing quickly and small towns need strategies to find sustainable futures. About 50 students are accepted each year, so classes are relatively small.  A 70% min average in grade 12 courses is required. Info at: www.architectureandplanning.dal.ca
Harvard University Summer Program

This program is open to high school students who would like to take courses in the summer at Harvard.   Special course offerings and activities in writing, drama and math offer unique challenges for students.  Students have the opportunity to live, meet and make friends with people from all over the world. Students can apply on-line at www.ssp.harvard.edu 
Websites to Check Out

www.electronicinfo.ca  Guide to Ontario universities

www.studentawards.com
www.scholarshipscanada.com
www.schoolfinder.com
www.ocas.on.ca  Ont. Colleges Application Centre

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

YOU WILL NOT GRADUATE IN JUNE IF YOU HAVE NOT COMPLETED AT LEAST 40 HOURS OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.
These are some of the volunteer opportunities available :
· Canadian Tulip Festival:    Info at:  www.tulipfestival.ca 

· Special Olympics Ottawa:  www.ottawaspecialolympics.org
· City of Ottawa:  many different volunteer opportunities.  Check out www.ottawa.ca, email volunteer@ottawa.ca. 
· Queensway Carleton Hospital:  opportunities evenings/weekends and for July/August

Call Volunteer Resources at 613-721-4709 or  go on-line at: www.qch.on.ca
for dates of Information Sessions
· Volunteer Ottawa – a link to 100’s of youth volunteer opportunities.  Contact www.volunteerottawa.ca
· Ottawa 67’s:  volunteer Friday evenings and Sunday afternoons.  Contact:


Johanna Elgie at 613-232-6767 ext. 239 or Johanna@ottawa67s.com
SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

This is not a comprehensive list of every scholarship available to students.  Always do your own research thoroughly.    Students should check the websites of each institution that they apply to for scholarship/bursary information.  
· Applications can often be filled out on-line and then printed.
· Students must keep all Guidance deadlines.  This occurs when the school can nominate students and references are required.
· If you would like some feedback on your scholarship application before you submit, please allow at least 10 days before the deadline.
· Allow at least 2 days for ordering of transcripts from Guidance.
Stairwell Carollers Music Scholarship
$1000 to a student from the NCC area with a commitment to continuing studies in a Bachelor of Music program at a Canadian university. The student must have helped engage and entertain other students in the musical field. A recording of the student’s work is part of the application. Forms at: www.stairwellcarollers.com  
Miller Thomson Foundation National Scholarship – for college & university applicants
2,150 scholarships of $1000 awarded nationally to students with a high level of academic achievement, who have made a positive contribution their school through involvement in extra-curricular activities and have made significant contributions to community service programmes. Info and forms at: www.millerthomson.com  
Garfield Weston Awards Program – for college applicants

25 entrance awards to students entering 1st year of full-time college program of at least 16 months duration.  Students must have a minimum average of 75% in courses required for the college program of choice. Award comprises a tuition waiver and $8000 stipend which are renewable for 1-2 additional years, access to summer program funding up to $3500, and mentorship.  Info at:  www.garfieldwestonawards.ca
Aird Scholarship – for college and university applicants 
Open to students who have a physical disability that is a major, long-term impairment that severely restricts activities. Applicants must plan to register in an undergraduate degree or a 2-3 year college program in Ontario.  Info at:

https://osap.gov.on.ca/eng/not_secure/Plan_Grants_full_sepapp_aird_12345.htm
The Ontario Hostelry Institute College Entrance Award

The OHI offers 8 awards of $2000 to students enrolling in a min. 2-year diploma course in one of the following areas:  Culinary, Hotel, Tourism, Food & Beverage, Hospitality, Resort, Event Management. Work experience, extra-curricular activities and academic achievement will be considered. Info at www.theohi.ca. 
RBC Royal Bank Financial Lifeskills Scholarship – for college and university applicants
10 awards of $2010 offered to students with a 65% min average entering a full-time college or university program. Involvement in community leadership, extra-curricular activities, volunteer service etc. is required.  Applicants must submit a sample of work that demonstrates their interests and abilities.  Info at: www.royalbank.com/lifeskills
Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa-
More than $5,000 in academic assistance.  A variety of scholarships available for students applying for college, university or trade school.  Intended to recognize youth for their community involvement.  Information at:  www.bgcottawa.org
Sens Foundation Scholarship Program-Algonquin College
Five scholarships of $1,000 for OCDSB students who will be studying full-time programs at Algonquin College in September 2010.  Criteria:  strong academic achievement, community involvement, participation in sports activities, strong teamwork skills and a passion for their Algonquin College field of study.  Bell High School can submit 2 applications.  Forms are available from Mrs. Wilson in Guidance. Deadline to submit your completed application to Mrs. Wilson for consideration is  April 15, 2010.
MARCH BREAK TOURS/INFO SESSIONS
· University of Ottawa Info Evening & Fair- February 18 , 2010- 5:00-9:00 p.m.


Presentation from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Details at: www.admission.uOttawa.ca
· Carleton University (follow-up session)– March 3, 2010 –lunch-Guidance
March Break Campus Tours:  daily March 15-19, 2010.  Info at: www.carleton.ca/marchbreak
· Ottawa University (follow-up session)- March 23, 2010- lunch-Guidance

March Break Campus Tours:  Info at: www.admission.uOttawa.ca
· Algonquin College March Break Activities:  Campus tours every day at 10:00 am and 
2:00 pm, Information Fair in room T102 at 11:00 am. Register online at www.algonquincollege.com/marchbreak2010
