
����������	���
�

 

BELL RINGER 
�������������	 



























��
�
�
�����
���
����
������� � ���������  

STUDENT SERVICES 
      
 

Class of 2011 
The Student Services Team offers warm congratulations to the graduating class of 2011!  We wish you the 
very best of success as you begin your journey to college, university, or the world of work.   
 
 
 
Community Involvement 
Students are encouraged to complete some of their 40 hours of community involvement over the summer.  
Don’t wait until grade 12 to complete your hours!   Recording sheets are available in Student Services. 
 

 
 

Taking Summer School? 
If you pass a summer school course, your timetable will be adjusted according to the alternate requests 
you made at the time of registration.  If you signed up for summer school using the online registration 
form, please see your counselor. 

 
 

Timetables 
All students have been tentatively timetabled for September and copies will be distributed on the first day 
of classes.  Reminder: timetable changes will only be considered for students who change their post-
secondary plan or who require a change of level (ie. Academic to Applied). 
 

 
 
Website 
Keep an eye on the Student Services Link at www.bellhs.net for news and information about community 
involvement opportunities, scholarships, university and college visits, graduation requirements, and much 
more! 

 
 

Goodbye! 
The Student Services Team wishes Pam Wilson, our Guidance Technician, the very best as she has 
accepted a new position at Ridgemont for September.  Her time and efforts for students and colleagues at 
Bell High School have been truly appreciated and she will be missed. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
Hello! 
Special Education is pleased to welcome Kristen Shaw as one of our Learning Support Teachers for 

September 2010.  Her enthusiasm and experience will be a great asset to our team.   
Welcome! 
The Learning Support Center will again be available to students next year as a quiet space to do  

           work on the computers, get help with assignments, or just stop in for a chat.  
 
 
 

COMMUNITY LIVING 
   
Great work! 
The Community Living classes’ vermiculture program! The students’ efforts processed over 40kg of organic 
waste that would have otherwise been sent to landfill. The by product of the process is nutrient rich soil that 
will be used next spring for the program’s beautiful hanging baskets. 

                      
 
Thank you Bruins! 
Ms. Coe, Mr. Meek and the Educational Assistants would like to thank all students who volunteered to be 
gym friends this year. This program provides an opportunity for students in our regular stream to provide 

support and encouragement to students with developmental disabilities.  We look forward to seeing you 
all next year. 
 

 
Congratulations to this year’s graduates: 
Malik Abdullah, Matthew Wilson, Roland Charpentier, Ahlam Ibrahim, Devin Waldie 
 
 

 

BELL LINK CREW UPDATE 
 
The Link Crew Program at Bell HS had another very successful year.  The crew of leaders did a spectacular job 
welcoming our new Grade 9 students to the Bell family.  The student leaders lead an incredible Ubuntu celebration, 
Academic and Social Follow-Ups and a Winter Carnival.  A big heart felt thank you to all Link Leaders for helping our 
new Grade 9s make a successful transition into high school.  
 
We have over 50 Link Leaders who are looking forward to meeting our new crop of Grade 9’s when they arrive 
September 6th for our 4th annual Link Orientation Day.  The transition program allows for senior students to work as 
mentors to their younger peers while challenging a Leadership credit course.  The leaders plan and execute a number of 
social and academic events during the school year with the focus on involving Grade 9’s in the school community and 
student success.   
 
Link Coordinators:  
Shannan Collins -Vig  Joanne McFall-Smith 
Alison Green   Kim Medaglia 
Jeff Hemstreet   Maris Stasko 
Judy Mason 
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URAFIKI 2011 
 
Did you know that Bell High School is world-wide? Four years ago, a partnership was formed with Munyu Secondary 
School in Lake Naivasha, Kenya. In Kenya, only primary school education is provided by the government, and secondary 
schools are all privately funded. A small group of parents had a vision to start a secondary school for their children, and 
the school began with 22 students. They were in desperate need for monetary support. There are now well over 200 
students in the high school! 
 
Mr. John Kihara, a member of the Kenyan ambassadorial staff, was our liaison, and a wonderful partnership begun. Over 
a period of two years of fund raising, we supported the building of the Bell High school classroom, and this year we 
raised money for the water tank. The water tank is attached to the kitchen and will make food preparation much easier, 
as meals are provided for the students. Ground was broken for the building of the Kenglele (the Swahili word for Bell) 
Library. 
 
Many student groups at Bell have caught the vision and excitement of Munyu School. The music department hosts the 
Vinyl Cafetorium each spring and all proceeds go to Munyu School. Peace Club, the Culture Show, Student’s Council  
and the Coffee House were all enthusiastic supporters. This year, we have raised $3500. Sarah Lum, a grade 11 student 
single-handedly raised over a thousand dollars, through selling books to librarians in the elementary panel, as well as 
running the coffee house. 
 
Though our partner school in Africa is the recipient of the funds, we at Bell have gained much through the experience of 
fund-raising for the school. It is a truly rewarding experience to experience the joy of supporting our global community. 
Stay tuned for future opportunities to be involved. 

          
New Bell High School classroom under construction.            Mr. John Kihara at Vinyl Caf 

 
 
 

NEW ZEALAND / JAPAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
 
The grand total is in.......Bell HS's New Zealand/Japan Earthquake Fund has raised a Grant Total of $1000 dollars; in a 
variety of efforts( our Caf Jam Day, Multi-Cultural Show and 1000 Cranes for Japan), our wonderful student body and 
staff have been very generous again, in the great tradition of Bell HS.  A special thanks to our staff supporters, Mrs. 
Murray-Macdonald, Mr. Lee, Mrs. Mizuyabu and Mrs. Kelly AND the many wonderful young people we had helping us in 
this effort. We have submitted a cheque to the Red Cross New Zealand and Japan groups and are very hopeful that this 
effort will help the New Zealand and Japanese people recover in their tragedies. 
 
Bravo, Bell HS! 
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BELL REACH FOR THE TOP 

�
This year’s Reach for the Top teams had a fantastic year.  We had quite a few grade 9’s and 10’s join our junior team.  
Our senior team helped the juniors learn the rules of the games.  This will be especially valuable for next year because 
our entire senior team is graduating this June.  
 
Our senior Reach team members are:  Nicholas Harrison, Trevor Kitt, Kelsey Langford, Yousef Masood, David Parlor, 
Aravind Pillai, and Richard Ye. 
 
The senior Reach worked very hard this year and had some very interesting practices.  The team placed second in the 
regional finals.  This placement allowed them to complete in the provincial tournament for the first time in more than 14 
years.  After some very intense games, the senior team placed 13th in the province.  The senior team then went on to 
place second at the NAQT provincial tournament. 
 
Congratulations to all of the junior and senior Reach players for a fantastic year. 
Margie Kerr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BADMINTON 2011 
 
Another great year for our Badminton Team! We had some strong competitors at the junior level that placed in the junior 
top 4 and look forward to winning senior tournaments in the next year or two. Our senior competitors battled well, where 
we saw six of them making it to the NCSSAA finals. From there our boys doubles team of Alex Huang and Corey Kuo 
and mixed doubles team of Kevin Tseng and Annie Tzeng all qualified for OFSAA, where Kevin and Annie walked away 
with Silver overall! Well done Bell Badminton on another successful year! 
 
Carol Luce 
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BELL DRAGONBOAT - PADDLES UP, TAKE IT AWAY! 
      
Bell’s Dragonboat team placed second overall in this year’s Youth Dragonboat Festival and only lost by .05 of a second 
in the final race! A special thanks to the team captains, Bridget Irwin and Victor Turcanu, who helped Miss Watson and 
Miss Keeble organize the practices and race day.  This was a Live It Up event, under the direction of Jill Behn (public 
health nurse) and Abeer Chokor (youth facilitator), who were both present on race day to help out. Congratulations to all 
the paddlers!  

 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
      
The co-ed volleyball team played an outstanding tournament at this years De La Salle tournament.  They worked very 
hard and came back on the second day to win a gold medal.  Great tournament everyone! 
Submitted by Erin O’Higgins and Mrs. Sutterlin 
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BUS TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 
 

OC Transpo will be at Bell HS on Friday, September 9, 2011 to take updated bus pass pictures 
should your student need one. Your cost is $6.25. To check times, please go to 

www.octranspo.com/maps and choose school routes and then Bell HS from the drop down menu.    
 

The Transportation Policy of the OCDSB (PR.556.TRA) states that students residing in the Urban Transit Area (UTA) 
must provide their own transportation. The UTA is the area of the city serviced by OC Transpo.  
 

GOOD BEHAVIOUR IS EXPECTED ON ALL BUSES BY BELL HS STUDENTS:  Should students misbehave, be 
disrespectful, or cause the conditions to be unsafe on the bus for other students then the following consequences may 
be applied: a verbal warning given to the students, a written peace ban issued by an Officer, some bus passes taken 
away, and finally the bus route may be cancelled. The school reserves the right to discontinue a bus pass should a 
student continue to misbehave or be disrespectful.  
 

GOOD ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY ARE EXPECTED FROM ALL BELL HS STUDENTS:   
The school also has the right to substitute tickets on a daily basis instead of a monthly bus pass as a means to 
encourage better punctuality and attendance. A student will receive tickets only when they arrive to school on time and 
attend all classes. Parents will be notified. 
 

BUS PASSES: (Revised OCDSB Policy)     
You must apply for a bus pass every year in September. It usually takes at least 10-14 days for your application to be 
processed so you should have alternate travel arrangements or purchase tickets.  Any bus application received after the 
middle of any month will be processed for the following month. The Bus Transportation application form is for students 
whose families are experiencing severe financial difficulties. For families on social assistance you must provide a copy 
of a recent Ontario Works or Disability Cheque/Stub AND a copy of the Drug or Dental Eligibility Card.  
 

Under certain circumstances, the provision of transportation on “medical” grounds will generally be limited to cases of 
injury and post-surgery (short-term in nature). A recent medical certificate from a physician must indicate the medical 
condition or disability (how it prevents walking to school) and an estimate of the length of the recovery period. 
Reassessments may be required.  
 

Families must understand that an OCDSB school representative or a School Social Worker or the appropriate staff of the 
City of Ottawa Social Services may contact them to verify the information about severe financial difficulties on the 
application form. All information will be treated confidentially. 
 

According to OCDSB policies, students will NOT be issued a bus pass if you: 
·  do not provide proof of financial hardship (Ex. Ontario Works or Disability allowances) 
·  reside fewer than 3 km from the school. 
·  are registered at Bell HS under the Student Transfer Policy (in other words Bell HS is not your home school but you 

are choosing to come here). 
·  are an International student.    
 
 

The OCDSB yellow school bus service has amalgamated with the Ottawa Catholic School Board. The phone number for 
the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority is 613-224-8800 and the website is www.ottawaschoolbus.ca 

 

Application for Access to Empty Seats must be completed each year and approved by the 
Transportation Authority based on available spaces. New stops or larger buses are not 
assigned to accommodate students traveling under the Empty Seat Policy. Access to Empty 
Seats will NOT be approved until October 1, 2011 so please make alternate arrangements 
for the month of September. 
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IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION If you are going to the doctor this summer, read this 
      

Immunization for Teens 

Teens need a booster for tetanus and diphtheria vaccines ten years after the preschool booster, usually between 14 
and 16 years of age. This vaccine is mandatory in Ontario and is provided free to all students.  

The vaccine recommended for adolescents is called Adacel. This vaccine has added protection against whooping 
cough, or pertussis.  

Whooping cough still frequently occurs in Ontario. The Canadian Pediatric Society reports that many teenagers are 
diagnosed with whooping cough. This can be a serious illness with severe coughing spells, shortness of breath, and 
weight loss due to difficulty eating and vomiting. These symptoms can cause sleep disruptions, fatigue, and missed 
days at school. The coughing spells can last for 2 to 3 weeks, and the illness can last from 6 to 12 weeks. For more 
information on whooping cough and on the vaccines routinely given to teens, see the following website: 
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/immunization/dTap.htm#pertussis 

Ontario students are required to have up-to-date immunization,  
including the booster dose for tetanus and diphtheria.  
To avoid suspension from school, make sure to updat e  
the student’s record with Ottawa Public Health .  
To update a student’s record online, refer to http://www.ottawa.ca/residents/health/index_en.html 
 
To contact Ottawa Public Health: 
Mail: 100 Constellation Crescent, Ottawa, ON K2G 6J8 
Phone: 613-580-6744 extension 24108 
Fax: 613-580-9660 e-mail: immunization@ottawa.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT CARD PICK UP / SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
      
Final Report Cards will available for pick up by students and/or parents in the Main Office beginning July 7. 
Please note Office hours are 8:30am – 2:00pm  
 
The School Office will be closed from July 18 – Aug ust 5  
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IMPORTANT 2011 -2012 DATES 
      
Students are invited to come to Bell HS before school begins on assigned days (see below). This will facilitate the administrative 
procedures of the pick-up of report cards, clearing outstanding textbook liabilities, the assignment of individual lockers, and the 
payment of school fees ($50). Once again this year, Bell High School will have an Interac/Debit card system to facilitate payment by 
students. Students/parents must reserve lockers in person and must have a Dudley lock for combination verification. 
Lockers may only be selected once fees are paid. Locks that are not verified and registered by the main office will be cut off and 
replaced at the student’s expense. Students must have their own locker (no sharing).  
 
LOCKERS:  Each student will receive a locker at the beginning of the school year. One student per locker please. Grade 9 
students will have a lock and a pre-assigned locker provided for them. Each locker is to be secured with a combination lock. 
Locks will not be available for purchase at the school, and so we ask all Grade 10-12 students to bring their lock with them. Locker 
numbers and lock combinations must be provided to administration. Lockers are the property of the Board and as such, the school 
reserves the right to open them if necessary. Bell HS is often used by the public and therefore the school cannot assume 
responsibility for locker contents or broken locks. Students are advised to leave valuable items such as electronic devices and 
money at home. Hallways around lockers must be free of obstructions at all times. Therefore, camping chairs and cots, sleeping 
bags, and electrical appliances such as TV’s and gaming systems are not permitted. A student must empty their locker when 
withdrawing from school or on their last exam day in June. Please leave the locker in clean condition. 
 
 

GRADE 12 Tuesday, August 30, 2011     12:30 pm -   3:00 pm 
GRADE 11 Wednesday, August 31, 2011     12:30 pm -   3:00 pm 
GRADE 10 Thursday, September 1, 2011 12:30 pm -   3:00 pm 
GRADE 9 Tuesday or Wednesday to pay fees and pick up the school agenda. Lockers, 

schedules, and t-shirts to be distributed via their LINK group on Sept 6.   
12:30 pm -   3:00 pm 

 

SEMESTER ONE   First Term – starts September 6  
 September 06                          School starts; Grade 9 Orientation 

 September 09                          School I.D & OC Transpo Photos $6.25 

 September 21                          Meet the Teacher for all grades 7:00 pm 

 September  23                          Last day for Timetable Changes 

 September  26                          School Council Mtg, Meeting and Elections 

 October  10                          Thanksgiving (No School) 

 October  12                          Grad Info for Parents Gr 11-12 at 7pm 

 October  19                          Academic Awards Evening, 7:00 pm 

 October  21                          PD Day (No School) 

 October  24                          School Photo Retakes  

 October  26                          Parent/Teache r Interviews, 4:00-7:30 pm 

 October  31                          School Council Meeting 

 November 02                          Take Our Kids to Work for Grade 9’s 


