Bell High School Math Help Room

Goals:

Provide visible, welcoming and accessible regular math help:

1. Students to recognize their own need for help, with guidance from teachers.

2. Students choose to invest in their own success in math, encouraged by teachers.

Objectives:

1. Increase student participation in and awareness of math help room.

2. Educate students on benefits of mastery of math – self confidence and success.
Details:

1. Implementation
a. When:

· Schedule:  Tuesday and Thursday at lunch (expand as needed), 11:55-12:25
· Start Date:  Tuesday, October 25

b. Where:  Rm. 230
c. Who:  Help provided by:

· all math teachers (approximately 2X per month)

· minimum 2/day

· rotation schedule on board in math office
2. Marketing

a. Posters in all math classrooms.

b. All teachers promote and encourage students to attend (especially when they know their teacher is there…)
What have we learned from the Numeracy Support Program (Math Medics) and individual teachers providing ad hoc math help.


All math teachers provide ad hoc extra help – therefore centralize location to create more awareness (obvious traffic).


Use of a math help program should be universal in the math department.


Math help can take many forms.  Needs are from any grades.  Challenging to limit help to numeracy.  Numeracy is quite often at the root of the need for help yet may not be obvious at first, becomes apparent through working with student.


Math help needs of students change with the curriculum throughout the semester.


A math help program will be successful if given time to become engrained in the student culture.


Students need their social time at lunch, flexible scheduling and student buy-in is needed.  Students need to see positive results!


Some students are challenged in math due to language (ESL) rather than numeracy.









