Dear Parents and Students

The Secondary Gifted Review, Report 10-001, has recently been released and contains both formal and informal recommendations for the numbers and locations of programs.

Within the body of the Report is a recommendation stating that Congregated Secondary Gifted Programming should be phased out (paragraph 27).

We encourage you to participate at this stage of the Review. Although specific locations have been recommended for current offerings, Trustees are bringing last minute amendments forward which could affect students as early as 2011.  Through the media, you may have heard that some of these amendments have suggested relocating entire programs.  During the discussions at Education Committee last week, the suggested number of sites varied anywhere from 1 to 4 locations. 

FACTS:

For the 2009-2010 school year 2,382 gifted students were identified in the OCDSB.


The number of elementary level students is currently increasing.


During the fall of 2008, parents were consulted on program locations and numbers, as was the purpose of the review, not whether the congregated offerings should be phased out.

During the consultations parents strongly endorsed both the elementary and secondary gifted congregated programs.

Normally, decisions which could affect the viability of a school would be made during a more comprehensive accommodation review.

At the March 23, 2010 Education Committee meeting, 22 interested parents made their voices heard.  These parents have formed an ad-hoc group to help communicate to parents within the Board what the status of the review is and to help parents find ways to communicate to the Board their concerns.

At the April 19, 2010 Education Committee meeting more than 250 concerned parents participated by bringing forth questions and delegations to express their concerns.

There are a few parent groups working on this issue. They can be found at
 giftededucationottawa@yahoo.ca and at abcottawa@abcontario.ca.


We are currently waiting for the Board to set a date for the continuation of the Education Committee meeting. It is a public meeting, but it could be called with as little as 48 hours notice.  From this meeting a recommendation will be going forth to the Board of Trustees.  If you contact one of the parent groups you can sign up to be on a mailing list so you can be notified of this next very important meeting date.


Please take time to contact your Trustee.  For further reading on this matter you can contact the parent groups and visit the OCDSB’s website at www.ocdsb.ca.  Go to ABOUT US and then scroll down to TRUSTEES, then locate the MEETING CALENDAR.  On the calendar you will find the minutes and agendas for the March 23 and April 19 meetings.  Within those agendas you will find the Report (10-001), amendments and the very valuable delegations.

Thank you,

Kate Preston-Thomas and Christine Boothby, concerned parents.

kpt@istar.ca
christine.boothby@rogers.com
